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Insights from Your Support Team  

•  

Rising prices and ongoing financial challenges have negatively affected communities across the nation, creating econom-
ic pressures that have led to budget cuts in law enforcement, public services, and other sectors. 
In the Greater Port Charlotte area, as in many other communities, these challenges have become one of the primary con-
cerns for neighborhood crime watch programs. Charlotte County Sheriff Bill Prummell observed, "When the economic 
crisis started many years ago, we had abandoned houses, which led to an increase in burglaries, copper theft, squatting, 
and grow houses." We are slowly heading in that direction. 
 
While Rotonda has not experienced these problems to the same extent, there has been a noticeable increase in crime, par-
ticularly lower-level property crimes and other petty offenses; most recently over a dozen car burglaries in the Long 
Meadow area. 
 
As a result of Neighborhood Watch and its efforts to fortify crime prevention, Rotonda has experienced great success, 
thanks to ALL our volunteers.  Ironically, however, this very success has worked against us as an obstacle. Because we 
do enjoy such low crime rates, many residents don’t feel any need to get involved. No matter where you are, there tends 
to be apathy towards crime prevention when things seem to be going so well. Unfortunately, residents often get motivat-
ed to get involved only if they have been a victim of a crime. Otherwise, crime prevention is likely an afterthought, 
which makes our job a bit more challenging.  
 
So, to get everyone thinking about remaining relatively crime free (patrolling is the biggest deterrent) I encourage you to 
speak to your neighbors; golfing friends, fishing buddies, cribbage players, etc. Seasonal Residents are huge contributors 
to Neighborhood Watch, so if someone uses that as an excuse not to join, inform them that 40% of our members are sea-
sonal.. 
 
A safer neighborhood begins with informed, engaged residents. By joining Neighborhood Watch, they become part of a 
community committed to protecting families, preserving property, and making our neighborhood a better place to live. 
 
Lock It Up: Promoting the safe storage of firearms 
Never let your gun get into the wrong hands. 
Responsible firearms owners use their firearms safely and understand the need to prevent their firearms from getting into 
the wrong hands. They also know that firearm safety should be a priority if we want to better protect our children, pre-
vent avoidable injury, and keep our communities safe. 

A trigger lock can be used to keep someone from being able to pull the trigger. Trigger locks are available in a variety of 
configurations, from basic key lock options to those that require combinations to open the lock. 
The cable lock can be used on most firearms. The cable is most often placed through the gun barrel, which generally im-
pedes loading and firing. 
Storage cases/Locking Safe come in various sizes and can be used for both storing and locking up a firearm. The case 
can be locked, but the lock must often be purchased separately. 
Record Your Firearm. 
The rights and responsibilities of a firearms owner do not end with secure storage. If the firearm is lost or stolen, it is im-
perative to work quickly to report the theft or loss. 
For more information on firearms safety, please visit https://gunsafetyrules.nra.org/ OR https://
licensing.freshfromflorida.com/forms/P-02079_FTM-Student_Guide.PDF 
 

Thank You for ALL you do.. Best Regards, David…  

https://licensing.freshfromflorida.com/forms/P-02079_FTM-Student_Guide.PDF
https://licensing.freshfromflorida.com/forms/P-02079_FTM-Student_Guide.PDF
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From the Vice President: 
 
 
 
 
 

Patrol Information for July 
 

12 Nights without patrols  
 
5 Nights with one patrol 
    
7 Nights with two patrols 
 
5 Nights with three patrols 
 
2 Nights with all 4 patrols! 
 
 

July Incident Report 
Jul 16  8:06pm  

Patrol was stopped by a neighbor on  
Rotonda Blvd South reporting a strong smell 
of smoke coming from the Rotonda preserve 
area. Charlotte County non-emergency line 
was called by Base, but then put through to 
the Sarasota Fire Dept, since Base was lo-
cated in Sarasota County.  
 
Patrol then called Englewood Fire Dept for 
assistance. Patrol stayed on the scene until 
the fire department arrived, then patrol con-
tinued his route. EFD checked the area and 
found it safe.    

  

CCSO Non-emergency phone 
number:  941-639-2101 

Website: https://www.ccso.org/ 

 

September 15th 10am 

              RWA 

CCSO VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
https://ccso.org/how_do_i/

apply_for/
volunteer_opportunities.php 

 
Community Crime Map  

https://ccso.org/community/
crime_statistics.php 

 
Useful LinksR 

https://
charlotte.floridahealth.gov/

about-us/useful-links/ 


